LOVE-POETRY

' Education sentimentde. From poetry and romance he
passed to 'the shady spaces of philosophy, but chiefly
to the divine volumes of Plato, and his equal' (i.e. 'his
contemporary') 'Xenophon, where if I should tell ye
what I learned of chastity and love, I mean that which
is truly so, whose charming cup is only virtue, which
she bears in her hand to those that are worthy; (the
rest are cheated with a thick intoxicating potion,
which a certain sorceress, the abuser of Love's name,
carries about) and how the first and chiefest office of
love begins and ends in the soul, producing those
happy twins of her divine generation, knowledge and
virtue: with such abstract sublimities as these it
might be worth your listening, readers, as I may one
day hope to have ye in a still time, when there shall be
no more chiding'. So he writes, mindful of the great
poem he is meditating, the theme of which at this

| time was to be the wars and loves of Arthur and his

} knights. 'Last of all' in his education as a lover, 'not
in time but as perfection is last', he reckons his 'careful

t training in the precepts of Christian religion ... the
doctrine of Holy Scripture, unfolding those chaste
and high mysteries with timeliest care infused that

J "the body is for the Lord and the Lord for the body",
thus also I argued to myself that if unchastity in a
woman, whom St. Paul terms the glory of man, be
such a scandal and dishonour, then certainly in a man,
who is both the image and glory of God, it must,
though not commonly so thought, be much more
deflowering and dishonourable. Nor did I slumber
over that place1 expressing such high rewards of ever
accompanying the Lamb, with those Celestial songs

1 Revelation, xxii. 17.   Cf.

And hears the.unexpressive NuptiaU song.

Lycidas, I. 176.
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